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I would like to start by quoting the definition of Learner Control as defined in Chapter 13 pg 289. Learner Control is implemented by navigational features such as menus and links that allow learners to select the topics and instructional elements they prefer (Clark, Mayer, 2008). I don’t believe that twitter relates to learner control at all. Learner Control is a part of creating an instructional program. Learner control is thought of when a designer of a program decides how much the learner can play without the assistance of the program itself. When creating a program, the designer must take into account the types of learners he or she will be designing for. Learners that are higher achieving are given more options with regards to what they can participate in where as lower achieving learners are given more program control. More program control means that the program is much more scripted and the learner does not have as much navigation as to where they can go. That being said I think twitter doesn’t relate at all to learner control. In my experience a user of twitter isn’t using it as a learning tool. It’s used as a social networking and info sharing tool. It is used to stay abreast on the latest info of who is doing what, where, and when. A person is not using twitter to learn a new skill per say. Twitter itself doesn’t give the user a lot of control either. For example with twitter one of the goals is to find people to twit with. That doesn’t lend itself to a lot of control. The controls are to search for friends and send 140 character text messages to one another.
As an educational tool on the other hand I think Twitter is a great way to disseminate current information about what is going on in your classroom and in your school community. I would personally use it to send reminders of homework for the week. I would also use it as a live feed tool to keep tabs on my students. Kids who got stuck on a project could twit instantly and my other students or I could be right there with the answer in very little time. If I were a math teacher I would use twitter to send one or two practice problems and my students twit back with answers. If I were a language teacher I would use twitter to send the vocabulary for the day to the students so that can learn it.
The only problem I see with twitter much like the other technologies is the lack of computers available to students in low income neighborhoods. Even if the student has a computer that doesn’t guarantee that there is a working internet connection available in the house. Twitter needs an internet connection from a computer or a smart phone with an internet connection in order for it to work correctly. The other issue is interest. Based on the article Why we Twitter, A user’s retention and interest in blogging could be predicted by the comments received and continued relationship with other active members of the community. Users who are invited by people with whom they share pre-exiting social relationships tend to stay longer and active in the network. Moreover, certain communities were found to have a greater retention rate due to existence of such relationships (Java, Song, Finin, Tseng). In other words Twitters success is based on whether or not your friends or twitting with you. I do believe if I set up twitter with a class and use it during a yearlong class this last issue could easily be remedied.
In conclusion Twitter is not a good model for learner control. It is however a potentially great learning tool that can be used for instructors and students to build closer classroom relationship and even offer a kind of differentiated instruction if need be. It is also an excellent way to get information and feed back to and from students.
