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What were the significant things I learned about research and using technology in this course?

I can honestly say that I learned a whole lot about research. I can also honestly say that I learned a whole lot about the available learning technologies that are present for teachers to use. With regards to the research, I learned that research in educational technology is not vast or in-depth. Most of the studies we read had data that wasn't even ten years old. The same is true for the class text book. I felt like every chapter that we read said somewhere that this particular topic doesn't have a lot of information available. I also learned that a lot of time goes into doing research. The summaries that we read all used many references. Within those references, data had to be filtered to see what could be used and what was opinionated or skewed in some manner. 
I learned that none of the technologies that we read about are concrete ways to help students learn better. I learned that they are all tools that could help students if used in an appropriate manner. Twitter, Smart boards, Games and Simulations, Virtual field trips, Wikis, etc. are all great ways to incorporate technology into the classroom. However, in any given room you would need a combination of all of those technologies to appeal to every kid in the class. That is because we all learn differently. I also learned that too much technology can be an overload. I appreciate the exposure but I really don’t think I would use so many different technologies in my curriculum. If I had to rate them I would say the Smart Boards and Virtual Field Trips are my favorite of the technologies. I believe with both technologies a teacher can really get his or her class involved. I think wiki, twitter, and games and simulation would work for older groups of students.  I say this because these technologies are so social that a student who likes to converse a lot would easily become distracted.

All in all my favorite part of this course had to be the entire class going online to second life and visiting a virtual classroom. I thought that was the coolest thing I have done so far for grad school. I know for a fact that my students would really enjoy that. I also know for a fact that it would be impossible for me to keep my students from flying all over the room.

My other thought comes back to the research that we used during this class. My thought stems from these quotes in our e-learning book.
“More is unknown about the practice than in known. CSCL will constitute one of the pivotal research issues for the next decade” pg 283

 “At this stage in the evolution of CSCL, we lack sufficient evidence on which to predicate an ideal collaborative environment or even to know when resources invested in such an environment will yield an significant organizational return.” pg 285
I believe in my heart of hearts that education is very gung-ho about educational technology, especially when it is cost effective. I also believe our students will indeed benefit from classes that do integrate more technology in the classroom. However, based on how difficult it was to find research for my final project, I wonder when education as a whole will get more serious with regards to testing and research to find the good points and bad points to educational technology? I believe that if we are going to use it we should understand it better so that it can be utilized more effectively.

