Should a WebQuest be considered a part of CSCL
By j Daniels

I do not believe that WebQuests can and should be included as part of the computer supported collaborative learning discussion. I believe this because the nature of the WebQuest is to have students working together to solve a given problem using the computer and the internet as a problem solving tool.  CSCL uses the computer to communicate with each other in discussing on what is the best way to solve a problem and present different ideas about a solution to a group. I will use the webquest that I found as an example for my argument. 

http://www.smarteduhelp.com/flash/wq1.php is a webquest geared towards teaching graphic design. The tools that are required are Adobe Photoshop and a computer. The webquest asks a small group of students to create a poster that would be used to attract tourists to a given city. The students have options as to the roles they would like to fill and are then assigned to gain knowledge about graphic design via links given in the webquest. Students are to then take those skills and create the different parts of the poster based on the assignments they have taken on for themselves. The reason why this is not a good example for CSCL is because the students are not using the computer to communicate ideas about a given problem directly. They are using the computer as tool to create a solution only. If the WebQuest incorporated a way where students could communicate with each other over the internet to share their ideas then I feel it could fit into the category of CSCL.

Chapter 12 in the book e – Learning and the Science of Instruction (pp259-260) states examples of CSCL; Blogs, Breakout Rooms, Chats, Email, Message Boards, Online Conferencing, and Wikis. Notice that all of these examples rely on end users meeting somewhere online virtually to collaborate. This is not necessary for a WebQuest. A WebQuest like the one stated above would best be performed in a group sitting around one or two computers with group members inputting ideas in person.  
A new category for CSCL and WebQuests. Cooperative Learning.

After reading chapter 12 and also reading Learning from WebQuests (Journal of Science Education and Technology, Vol. 15, No. 2, April 2006), I would like to respectfully submit that both of these are great learning tools for cooperative learning. On pg 268 of chapter 12 it states “When working together, the group is capable of doing more than any single member member…” and again on pg 270 “Individuals who worked with a partner scored high on the essay questions than individuals who worked independently” also on pg 278 “virtual collaboration, suggests that under appropriate conditions students can learn more together than individually.”  This kind of research is a great argument towards the need for classrooms to not only have communicating technology as a part of curriculum but to use it as a learning tool to help students to achieve academically. Webquests could also be greatly enhanced by integrating CSCL as a part of the assignment. Students could use the results of their WebQuest inquiries to communicate with each other what they have learned, further enhancing their knowledge of a given subject.

Conclusion

I do not feel that a WebQuest is CSCL for reasons mentioned above. I do feel that both CSCL and WebQuests are excellent tools that can be used for cooperative learning in the classroom. 
