Six fun things to do on Twitter.  Or not.
By J. Daniels

1.) Daily Chatter
I can honestly say I would never chat using twitter. I can see kids using it but not me. I did a quick search to see if any of my friends were on twitter and there are none. So daily chatting isn’t something that I would be inclined to do. I did jump into a conversation about Lebron James though. That was cool to give an opinion but outside of that, no chat.

2.) Conversations
I could see this being something that I would use with either my students or other professionals in education. I think this is a great way to bounce off ideas from one another. In my students case, I would use this to check on their progress from assignments given during the day. It would be open for them to ask me questions about work. I would also use it as a reminder to whole group as to what work is due for the next day or for that week.
3.) Sharing information/URLs
I could also see this as a benefit for professional use. I shared a bunch of graphic arts websites on my twitter. If I were to use my class as a following group, I could have them try out websites that I found interesting and relevant to the class. To be honest I like this idea even better than text messaging because my students can give me feedback faster than using text messaging and using twitter as a medium allows me to communicate with them and still have some privacy.

4.) Reporting news
I think this coincides with sharing information. Twitter is definitely a good tool for that. I currently do not have colleagues that I could share current information with. I do think this would have been a good tool to use during the last academic school year. My union filled the district email with information regarding job layoffs and I think that kind of conversation would have been better suited in a twitter style format. For personal information I would just prefer to use Facebook.com because twitter is a little too open and I would be worried about privacy.
5.) Friends
Most of my buds do not use twitter. I have a few younger guys in my circle that use it but that’s it. Most of us are on facebook.com and a few stragglers are on myspace.com. If we need to catch up and chat we will use one of those mediums or make use of a blanket text message. Most of us have smart phones that can send messages to over 20 people simultaneously and that works just fine. I did a search for some friends and again most are not on twitter so I did not get to chat with anyone.
6.) Information Seeker
Honestly, I went to browse suggestions and went under CBS’ twitter and it was cool to receive updates on the latest news but again I would rather sit in front of my computer and go directly to a news website and read the news from there. I don’t need to be updated as soon as news breaks out. I do think it’s a cool feature to have on the go perhaps while you’re waiting on the bus or in an airport. 
