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“Integrating student learning with practitioner experiences via virtual field trips” 

by E. Sam Cox* and Tyng-yn Su

Literature Review

Based on information found, virtual field trips can be a cost effective way to add to 
current curriculum.


“Field trips, one of the most popular ways to provide enrichment, are particularly 
vulnerable to the budget knife. Fortunately, computers can give your students an online 
portal to new places via the virtual field trip, a great way to explore distant eras and 
events that otherwise would be inaccessible without a passport, a time machine 
or a 
private jet.”(going on a field trip)


“We’re going on a (virtual) field trip!” (2009). American Teacher. Tools for Teachers. 


Available at: http://www.aft.org/pdfs/americanteacher/at_april09.pdf

Within the posted link above are some examples of virtual field trips. The trips that are listed are 
well thought out, full of content, function well, and kept me as an educator interested.
The Problem

Funding for education is on the decline across the country. This makes it harder for schools to run field trips and see firsthand what is being studied inside of school. A major part of a rich education is being exposed physically to what is being taught in the classroom. Exposure to subject matter lends to a relevant education if the exposure is focused properly. Virtual field trips can help to solve some of the non-exposure issue by bringing students to different places in the world via a computer and the internet. With the current technology available students can view video tours of different places, view panoramic photographs in full color. Students can listen to audio commentary of individuals who are from those areas or have experience with the place they are studying. This study aims at measuring whether the virtual field trip is an effective tool for learning. This study also aims at measuring whether a virtual field trip can be a good substitute to a class taking a real field trip. 
Activity

This activity would be for a high school age U.S. history class focusing on local city and government. The unit would focus on Connecticut’s capital city. Students will be given a unit (5 weeks) on Hartford, CT, its history, and its points of interest.

VFT Students. Students will go online to a teacher created website dedicated to all things Hartford and participate in a virtual field trip about Hartford and its history. Students will be brought to links of video, images, and possible audio commentary of the historical points in Hartford.
Non VFT Students. Students will be given a history of Hartford via magazine, text book, informational packets, and classroom lecture. 
Both classes will be required to keep a daily class journal of what they have learned. Once all the unit has been completed, students in both classes will be taken to the city of Hartford and actually visit points of interest and historical land marks.
Audience

The audience for testing the effectiveness of virtual field trips will be high school age students. The students must have a strong background working with computers and having a familiarity of using the internet. 
Other thoughts.

It is my experience that teaching tools can only take a teacher but so far. For this kind of experiment the students would have to be students that have a desire to learn. Students that are known to be unmotivated may skew the data because of their unwillingness to want to learn or participate. 
Objectives

Students will be able to identify orally and in written form where the major historical areas and points of interest in Hartford area located.

Students will be able to elaborate as to why these areas are important to Hartford and the surrounding community.


VTF experiment objective
Students will be able to retain more information about a given subject using virtual field trips as a tool. 

Materials

Materials for this lesson will include a computer with internet access and a teacher created website with related content on the history of Hartford. The non vtf class will have a series of handouts, packets, journals, magazines, etc. that cover the history of Hartford.
Data Collection 

At the end of the unit both classes will receive the same essay type assessment on the specifics of Hartford and its historical points of interest. Students will also receive a short multiple choice test at the end to measure how much information was retained during the unit. At the end of each day the students will be asked a question about what they learned during the unit daily activity. Students will be required to keep their answers in a journal.
Evaluation

Students will be assessed on thoughtfulness of essays written with regards to what they can recall about the History of Hartford.  The data from the non-vft multiple choice section of the test will assessed against the data from the vft multiple choice section of the test to measure if virtual field trips are an effective tool in learning. Student daily journals will be looked at daily to check for understanding of the material being presented.
Timeline


This unit will take approximately five weeks to complete with the real field trip at the 
end of the unit. Two history classes at the same grade level will be used for the 
experiment during their history class 
Dissemination

The results will be given via written article and video clips posted on the web via teacher tube

